Physicians Awareness Committee-Four Years and Counting

Since the PAC's formation in May 2005, the PAC's medical team of Dr's Ronald Lacro, Michael Murray and Michael Singh have presented to over 315 doctors and medical specialists at 8 hospitals across Massachusetts.  We are extremely lucky to have such a great team of doctors who treat, care, comfort and support our community in so many ways.  We thank them whole heartedly for all that they do.
 

We also want to thank Dr Hal Dietz for his support and efforts on our behalf.  Together, we have raised the bar on Marfan awareness in some of the key medical institutions and medical specialties within the state of Massachusetts.  The doctor to doctor approach of the PAC is truly one of it's greatest assets.
 

As you will see by our 'Leads for 2010, 2011 and 2012', the PAC has plans to facilitate presentations in New Hampshire, Maine and Connecticut. (with highest priority on the medical teams availability-of course!)
 

Last, but not least, I want to thank you, my fellow PAC members who have helped facilitate the presentations, spoken to your doctors and medical contacts, sent out PAC letters to many of the hospitals, clinics, medical schools, private practices, etc, and been there for me when I needed 
support and/or encouragement to keep things going and a special thanks to my former co-chair, Stephen Griffin for his advice and friendship over the years!    Thank You All !!!!! 
 

Jon Rodis
PAC-Chair
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Physicians Awareness Committee
~~Established in May 2005~~

List of Presentations:

April 2007:
 

Falmouth Hospital:

 

Dr. Michael Singh presented to a group of physicians at Falmouth Hospital on April 10th.  There were about 35 physicians, NP's and nurses in attendance.  He spoke about diagnosis and treatment as well as the clinical trial and the potential for Losartan. 
 

Beth Israel Hospital:
 

Dr. Hal Dietz gave a presentation at the Cardiology Grand Rounds at Beth Israel Deaconess.  His talk was titled, "Marfan Syndrome and Related Disorders: From Molecules to Medicines"  There was a great turnout of doctors, surgeons, nurses, technicians, etc.(75+) We were happy to see their interest and enthusiasm the day of the talk and the months to follow. (per Jon Rodis, Dr. Joe Kannam, Dr. Hal Dietz)
 
September 2007:
 

Melrose-Wakefield Hospital 9/12/07 & Lawrence Memorial Hospital 9/18/07: 
Dr Michael Murray presented at each hospitals Grand Rounds. In Dr. Murray's own words, "I think we scored 2 for the PAC [last week and this week] - not large audiences but engaged audiences of 20-30 at each site.  We'll reach them one provider at a time."
 
January 2008:
 

Cambridge Hospital: 

Dr. Ron Lacro presented at the Grand Rounds for the Department of Medicine at Cambridge Health Alliance on Wednesday, Jan. 9.  With the help of Wendy Janett and her husband Dr.Robert Janett, who has been on staff there for decades, several other departments attended, including pediatrics, OB/GYN, surgery and emergency.  This generated a great turnout – over 50 doctors-and a lot of questions and future interest..  
February 2008:

Beverly Hospital:
 
Dr. Ron Lacro presented at the Pediatric Grand Rounds at Beverly Hospital on February 1st.   In Ron's own words, " It was a good size crowd for the room that they had, and people seemed very engaged and asked great questions.  I got to meet a couple of pediatricians of my Marfan patients on the North Shore! "

January 2009

Harvard/MIT Medical School
Jonathan Rodis (PAC Chair) presented and was interviewed by a group of 40 students in the Harvard/MIT medical program, as well as Dr Stephen Krane, who is an authority on the subject of Heritable Disorders of Connective Tissue and Dr Dwight Robinson, lecturer and lead Rheumatolologist at Mass General Hospital.

  

The interview and talk was from the patient's perspective of Marfan syndrome and included the role the PAC plays in raising awareness in not only hospitals around the region but in university settings, as evidenced by this talk.  Their was a high interest in the subject matter and created future opportunities.

September 2009

Newton Wellesley Hospital

Dr. Ron Lacro presented at the Pediatric Grand Rounds at Newton Wellesley Hospital on September 16th.  Here are two reports on the presentation by Cindy Robillard (PAC member) and Heather Holmes Floyd, who helped facilitate the presentation with Dr Bass for the PAC.:

“Thank you Ron! You did a great job presenting! Your power point handouts were excellent!  The physicians asked a lot of good questions which were great, yet it still amazes me that in the year 2009 we are still educating Dr's. on Marfan Syndrome.  That's why I feel that the Physician's Awareness Committee and educating Doctors in Grand Rounds are so crucial.  Thanks to everyone!  Keep up the great work’!!! 
–Cindy Robillard


“Ron was wonderful, as always. It was a great discussion and we had about 25 people attend. I think there was interest and a number of good questions.  Ron, thanks for the time and effort that went into your presentation both in the preparation and in being there today.  We very much appreciate all that you do. Looking forward to next time!”
-Heather H. Floyd

PAC Leads in 2010, 2011 and 2012:


1) U-Mass Memorial and St. Vincent’s Hospital in Worcester

     PAC Contact: Cindy Robillard

2) Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center-NH/VT

     PAC Contact: Rene Jones

3) Milford Regional Hospital
 

     PAC Contact: Paul Rafferty
4) South Shore Hospital-Weymouth 

      PAC Contact: Tricia Garison
 

5)  Maine Medical Center-ME
 

     PAC Contact: Jon Rodis 

 

6)  Hartford Hospital-CT
 

     PAC Contact: Jon Rodis 

 

7)  Yale-New Haven Hospital-CT
 

      PAC Contact: Jon Rodis
